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SUGGESTED  PROGRAM 


1.  Opening  Song — Arbor  Day  Song.  ( See  page  12). 

2.  Invocation  and  Scripture  Reading. 

3.  Governor’s  Proclamation  (To  be  read  by  Principal). 

4.  Recitation — By  six  children  of  Primary  Grades.  ( See  page  13). 

5.  Reading  of  Best  Composition — “Our  Forests  Twenty  Years  From 

How.” 

6.  State  Forester’s  Message. 

7.  Recitation — Roosevelt’s  Arbor  Day  Message. 

8.  Brief  Address  by  a  Prominent  Visitor. 

9.  Planting  the  Tree  (hole  should  be  previously  prepared). 

10.  Dedication  of  Tree. 

11.  Song — “America.” 

12.  Benediction. 

(A  few  other  selections  are  included  in  this  bulletin  and  it  may  be 
found  advisable  to  vary  the  above  suggested  program  through  the  use  of 
some  of  these  additional  selections.) 
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PROCLAMATION 


Whereas,  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  area  of  North  Carolina  is 
now  covered  by  forest  growth,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  cut 
over  by  lumbermen  and  devastated  by  fire  to  such  an  extent  that  its 
annual  yield  is  less  than  one-half  what  it  should  be;  and 

Whereas,  the  soil  is  the  material  source  of  our  strength  and  upon 
its  right  use  depends  the  permanent  prosperity  of  our  State;  and 

Whereas,  the  present  generation  is  coming  to  realize  that  the  use 
of  the  forest  and  the  soil  has  not  been  in  accordance  with  proper 
economy  in  as  much  as  forests  have  been  destroyed  by  axe  and  fire, 
steep  lands  have  been  cleared  and  unwisely  used  and  ruinously  cul¬ 
tivated;  and 

Whereas,  the  coming  generation  of  forest  and  soil  users  is  now  in 
our  public  schools;  and  upon  the  school  children  of  the  State  is  to 
fall  the  task  of  repairing  the  loss  caused  by  our  carelessness  or  in¬ 
difference;  and 

Whereeas,  the  General  Assembly 'of  this  State  has  seen  fit  to  enact 
an  Arbor  Bay  Law; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Cameron  Morrison,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  realizing  the  value  which  the  suitable  observance  of 
this  day  will  be  to  the  State  in  interesting  the  rising  generation  in  a 
proper  appreciation  of  our  forests,  our  birds,  our  trees  and  our 
shrubs  do  hereby  proclaim  that  Friday,  the  twenty-first  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four,  shall  be  appro¬ 
priately  observed  as  Arbor  Day  by  the  teachers  and  children  of  all 
the  public  schools  of  the  State  by  recitations,  drills,  songs,  and 
exercises  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  by  the  planting  of  trees 
and  shrubs  on  the  school  grounds. 

Let  this  be  done  that  the  purpose  of  Arbor  Day  may  be  impressed 
upon  us  and  upon  the  youth  of  the  State  and  interest  be  awakened 
in  a  subject  the  consideration  of  which  will  add  to  our  general  pros¬ 
perity,  the  future  wealth  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  the  happiness  of 
us  and  our  children. 

Done  at  our  City  of  Raleigh,  this  the  28th  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  in 
the  one  hundred  and  forty-ninth  year  of  our  American  Independence. 


(Signed) 


Wm.  H.  Richardson,  Private  'Secretary. 


I  think  that  I  shall  never  see 
A  poem  lovely  as  a  tree — 

A  tree  whose  hungry  mojith  is  prest 
Against  the  earth’s  sweet  flowing  breast; 
A  tree  that  looks  at  God  all  day 
And  lifts  her  leafy  arms  to  pray; 

A  tree  that  may  in  Summer  wear 
A  nest  of  Robins  in  her  hair; 

Upon  whose  bosom  snow  has  lain, 

Who  intimately  lives  with  rain. 

Poems  are  made  by  fools  like  me, 

But  only  God  can  make  a  tree. 

— Joyce  Kilmer. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  369  of  the  School  Code  this  Arbor 
Day  program  is  issued.  It  was  prepared  by  the  State  Forestry  Service 
of  the  North  Carolina  Economic  and  Geological  Survey.  I  hope  it  will 
prove  of  service  to  the  schools  of  the  State. 

G.  *  /. 

State  Superintendent  Public  Instruction. 
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PROGRAM  SUGGESTIONS 


A  part  of  the  day’s  program  should  be  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  need  for 
planting  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers,  and  for  properly  caring  for  the  same.  This 
is  one  way  that  the  children  can  make  the  school  and  community  better. 
Children  should  be  taught  that  “There  is  no  more  certain  sign,  no  better  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  intelligence  and  culture  of  a  community,  the  good  taste  of  a 
people  of  public  spirit  and  domestic  virtue,  than  is  afforded  by  trees,  planted 
and  maintained  for  the  public.” 

While  the  general  object  of  the  day  should  be  to  give  instruction  on  a 
special  subject,  it  should  be  conducted  so  as  to  be  a  joy  to  the  pupils,  and  thus 
make  them  look  forward  to  its  repetition  the  next  year  with  anticipated 
pleasure. 

Have  your  program  all  worked  out  and  let  each  pupil  have  plenty  of  time 
to  thoroughly  prepare  his  part. 

Let  the  pupils  decorate  the  room  with  boughs  of  evergreens,  vines,  etc. 

The  planting  should  be  made  a  real  exercise,  a  demonstration  of  how  a  tree 
should  be  planted  to  live  and  thrive.  One  of  our  horticuturists  estimated  that 
one-half  of  the  million  trees  yearly  planted  in  the  United  States  either  die  or 
fail  to  serve  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  planted  through  improper  plant¬ 
ing.  Let  the  lesson  in  tree  planting  be  well  learned  in  the  schoolroom  and 
then  let  the  planting  itself  be  a  demonstration  of  these  methods. 

If  the  tree  is  to  be  planted  on  the  school  grounds,  let  the  situation  conform 
to  some  definite  plan  of  planting.  Plant  the  trees  in  groups  rather  than  equi¬ 
distant  over  the  entire  schoolyard.  Do  not  plant  too  close  to  the  house, 
especially  on  the  north  side,  since  the  foliage  will  exclude  the  light.  Group 
rather  to  give  a  good  view  to  the  house  from  the  road  and  so  that  the  trees 
will  in  time,  as  they  grow,  cut  off  the  afternoon  sun  and  yet  not  exclude  the 
air  and  breeze.  For  this  reason  elms  are  undesirable  trees  for  planting  very 
near  buildings,  since  they  arch  up  above  them.  Have  the  hole  dug  in  advance 
and  of  ample  size,  and  some  rich  earth  or  loan  at  hand,  if  possible,  to  place 
around  the  roots  of  the  trees. 

Have  spade  or  shovel  in  readiness. 

Name  the  tree  in  honor  of  some  author  or  other  noted  man. 

Parts  of  the  program,  especially  those  most  suitable  for  the  primary  classes, 
are  intended  to  be  executed  indoors.  Most  of  them,  however,  may  be  com¬ 
bined  with  the  intermediate  classes  out  of  doors  in  connection  with  planting 
the  tree.  However,  if  the  day  is  fine,  arrange  so  that  as  many  of  the  exercises 
as  possible  can  be  held  in  the  open  air. 

The  verses  and  also  some  of  the  prose  selections,  may  be  memorized  and 
recited,  or  they  can  be  used  as  the  basis  for  short  compositions  by  the  pupils. 
The  older  scholars  might  have  a  portion  of  their  exercises  indoors,  either  in 
the  forenoon  or  the  first  part  of  the  afternoon,  followed  by  an  excursion  into 
the  woods,  where  they  can  have  the  lessons  learned  from  books  impressed 
upon  them  by  seeing  the  trees  and  flowers  growing. 
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ARBOR  DAY  MESSAGE 


In  accordance  with  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Morrison,  Friday, 
November  21,  is  to  be  observed  as  Arbor  Day  throughout  North  Caro¬ 
lina  and  celebrated  in  the  schools  and  by  civic  and  other  organizations 
in  appropriate  wTays. 

The  schools  are  being  asked  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  to  conduct  exercises  in  which  the  children  of  the  various 
classes  may  take  part.  Many  schools  will  wish  to  plant  one  or  more  trees 
on  the  school  grounds;  others  will  keep  the  exercises  within  doors  and 
decorate  with  the  colored  fall  leaves  or  the  fruits  of  the  native  trees. 

Women’s  Clubs  can  probably  help  most  effectively  by  advising  with 
and  assisting  the  teachers  to  carry  through  a  suitable  program  in  the 
local  schools,  though  the  opportunity  of  having  a  Forestry  or  Tree 
Program  in  the  Club  should  not  be  neglected. 

Boy  Scouts  should  by  all  means  plant  a  tree  on  public  ground,  naming 
it  after  some  local  or  national  celebrity.  One  of  the  oaks  common  to  the 
region  should  be  selected  for  this  purpose. 

Civic  Clubs,  instead  of  planting,  might  well  take  some  definite  and 
aggressive  action  looking  to  the  better  protection  of  the  shade  and  road¬ 
side  trees  of  their  town  and  county.  The  planting  of  trees  is  important, 
but  the  protection  from  mutilation  of  those  which  have  been  growing 
many  years  is  much  more  important.  The  Women’s  Clubs  can  also  help 
most  effectively  in  this  work. 

The  message  of  Arbor  Day  to  the  grown-ups  as  well  as  the  children  of 
North  Carolina  is:  Know  the  Trees — learn  to  appreciate  their  beauty, 
their  value,  and  so  learn  to  grow  and  protect  them  in  forest,  park  and 
roadside.  North  Carolina  is  third  among  the  States  in  the  number  of 
tree  species ;  let  us  be  first  rather  than  last  in  the  care  of  this  God-given 
heritage. 
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THEODORE  ROOSEVELT  TO  THE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES 


Arbor  Day  (which  means  simply  “Tree  Day”)  is  now  observed  in 
every  State  in  our  Union — and  mainly  in  the  schools.  At  various  times 
from  January  to  December  .  .  .  you  give  a  day  or  part  of  a  day 

to  special  exercises  and  perhaps  to  actual  tree  planting,  in  recognition  of 
the  importance  of  trees  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  of  what  they  yield  in 
adornment,  comfort,  and  useful  products  to  the  communities  in  which 
you  live. 

It  is  well  that  you  should  celebrate  your  Arbor  Day  thoughtfully,  for 
within  your  lifetime  the  Nation’s  need  of  trees  will  become  serious.  We 
of  an  older  generation  can  get  along  with  what  we  have,  though  with 
growing  hardship;  but  in  your  full  manhood  and  womanhood  you  will 
want  what  Nature  once  so  bountifully  supplied  and  man  so  thoughtlessly 
destroyed;  and  because  of  that  want  you  will  reproach  us,  not  for  what 
we  have  used,  but  for  what  we  have  wasted. 

For  the  Nation,  as  for  the  man  or  woman  and  the  boy  or  girl,  the  road  to 
success  is  the  right  use  of  what  we  have  and  the  improvement  of  present 
opportunity.  If  you  neglect  to  prepare  yourselves  now  for  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  which  will  fall  upon  you  later,  if  you  do  not  learn 
the  things  which  you  will  need  to  know  when  your  school  days  are  over, 
you  will  suffer  the  consequences.  So  any  nation  which  in  its  youth  lives 
only  for  the  day,  reaps  without  sowing,  and  consumes  without  husband¬ 
ing,  must  expect  the  penalty  of  the  prodigal,  whose  labor  could  with  diffi¬ 
culty  find  him  the  bare  means  of  life.  A  people  without  children  would 
face  a  hopeless  future;  a  country  without  trees  is  almost  as  hopeless; 
forests  which  are  so  used  that  they  cannot  renew  themselves  will  soon 
vanish,  and  with  them  all  their  benefits.  A  true  forest  is  not  merely  a 
storehouse  full  of  wood  but,  as  it  were,  a  factory  of  wood,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  reservoir  of  water.  When  you  help  to  preserve  our  forests  or 
to  plant  new  ones,  you  are  acting  the  part  of  good  citizens.  The  value  of 
forestry  deserves,  therefore,  to  be  taught  in  the  schools  which  aim  to 
make  good  citizens  of  you.  If  your  Arbor  Day  exercises  help  you  to 
realize  what  benefits  each  one  of  you  receives  from  the  forests,  and  how 
by  your  assistance  these  benefits  may  continue,  they  will  serve  a  good  end. 
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HOW  TO  SELECT  TREES  FOR  PLANTING 


Beauty  of  form  should  be  the  first  consideration,  for  while  the  form 
is  seen  all  the  year  round  the  beauty  of  the  foliage  lasts  only  a  few 
weeks,  and  at  most  only  half  the  year.  For  instance,  the  oaks,  elms, 
and  beech  are  generally  to  be  preferred  to  the  maples. 

Choose  native  trees  for  general  planting,  those  kinds  which  you  know 
will  flourish  in  your  soil  and  climate. 

Select  a  long-lived  tree,  if  possible  one  that  will  be  pretty  and  effective 
ten  years  after  planting,  handsome  at  fifty  years,  stately  and  noble  at 
200  years  of  age.  Such  are  the  willow  oak,  water  oak,  white  oak,  live 
oak,  sycamore,  or  yellow  poplar. 

Choose  a  fairly  quick  growing  species,  hut  don’t  sacrifice  every  other 
consideration  to  rapid  growth,  by  taking  silver  maple  or  cottonwood, 
unless  that  is  essential. 

Suit  your  species  to  your  soil,  don’t  put  yellow  poplar,  black  walnut, 
linn,  or  cypress  in  poor,  dry,  upland  soils. 

Select  evergreens — pines,  spruces,  cedars,  or  hemlock,  for  windbreaks 
or  to  screen  unsightly  objects;  but  deciduous  trees,  which  let  in  the  sun 
during  the  winter  and  furnish  shade  in  summer,  are  more  suitable  for 
positions  near  the  dwelling  or  schoolhouse. 

Take  a  tree  as  free  as  possible  from  insect  pests  and  other  diseases; 
English  elm  is  subject  to  the  leaf  beetle  and  silver  maple  to  the  scale. 

For  lawn  planting,  where  the  beautiful  effect  of  a  single  tree  is  de¬ 
sired,  plant  a  pyramidal  (i.  e.,  pointed)  tree,  such  as  sweet  gum,  syca¬ 
more,  willow  oak,  yellow  poplar,  hemlock,  or  white  pine. 

The  most  satisfactory  ornamental  foreign  trees  for  lawn  planting  are 
perhaps  the  deodar,  the  Norway  Spruce,  and  the  gingko. 

Nut  trees,  such  as  pecans  and  black  walnuts,  are  beautiful  and  useful 
around  the  home,  but  are  not  recommended  for  school  planting. 

For  planting  under  or  among  other  larger  trees,  beech,  dogwood,  and 
hemlock  are  recommended. 

Don’t  buy  a  tree  just  because  it  is  cheap.  There  are  many  more  im¬ 
portant  considerations. 


DEDICATION 


(Repeated  by  all  in  unison) 

We  name  this  tree .  We  dedicate  it  to  the  use  and 

beauty  which  the  Creator  intended  it  should  render  the  children  of  men. 
We  promise  faithfully  to  water  it,  cultivate  and  preserve  it  for  the  com¬ 
fort  and  happiness  of  all  who  come  this  way,  in  the  hope  that  they,  too, 
will  be  moved  to  plant  and  preserve  trees  for  those  who  may  come  after 
them. 
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PLANTING  THE  TREE 


It  is  suggested  that  in  the  case  of  city  schools  the  tree  may  best  be 
secured  at  a  nearby  nursery.  Nursery  grown  trees  are  apt  to  have  good 
root  systems  and  well  shaped  tops  and  will  therefore  stand  the  moving 
better  than  the  wild  trees.  Instructions  for  pruning,  planting,  and  sub¬ 
sequent  care  can  be  secured  along  with  the  tree. 

In  country  districts  and  in  many  small  towns  nursery  stock  is  not 
available  and  the  school  authorities  must  secure  the  tree  for  planting 
from  the  woods  or  fields.  It  is  for  such  cases,  by  far  the  most  numer¬ 
ous,  that  the  following  brief  directions  have  been  prepared  by  the  State 
Forester  for  use  of  school  officials: 

1.  If  possible  have  an  experienced  person  select  and  dig  the  tree. 

2.  Select  straight,  thrifty,  rather  small  trees,  growing  in  the  open,  from 
along  roadsides,  old  fields,  or  other  waste  places,  not  from  the  thick  woods. 

3.  Save  as  full  a  root  system  as  possible:  at  least  one  foot  in  length  each 
way  from  the  trunk  for  each  inch  in  diameter  of  the  stem.  The  smaller 
roots  are  very  important. 

4.  Severe  topping  is  not  advisable;  prune  the  side  branches  back  half  way 
to  the  stem. 

5.  Never  let  the  roots  get  dry.  Cover  with  a  wet  sack  while  being  trans¬ 
ported  and  heel  in  if  waiting  several  hours  or  over  night. 

6.  Have  the  hole  ready,  sufficiently  wide  and  deep,  and  substitute  some 
rich  surface  soil  for  the  clay  taken  out. 

7.  Plant  the  tree  one  or  two  inches  deeper  than  it  grew  formerly.  Let 
the  fine  earth  settle  all  around  the  roots.  Press  the  earth  with  the  foot  as 
the  filling  progresses  and  finally  tramp  the  earth  hard  around  the  tree. 

8.  A  large  tree  should  be  stalked  before  the  leaves  come  out  next  spring. 

9.  Should  a  drought  occur  during  the  following  spring  or  summer,  one  or 
more  profuse  waterings  will  become  necessary. 


PINE 

’Tis  night  upon  the  lake.  Our  bed  of  boughs 
Is  built  where — high  above — the  pine-tree  soughs. 
'Tis  still — and  yet  what  woody  noises  loom 
Against  the  background  of  the  silent  gloom. 

One  well  might  hear  the  opening  of  a  flower 
If  day  were  hushed  as  this. 

— R.  W.  Gilder. 
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TWENTY  DOLLARS  IN  PRIZES  FOR  COMPOSITIONS 


The  State  Geological  and  Economic  Survey  offers  the  following  prizes 
for  the  four  best  compositions  written  by  pupils  of  the  grammar  or  high 
schools  of  North  Carolina  on  the  subject :  “Our  Forests  Twenty  Years 
From  Now.” 

First  prize  is  to  be  $10 ;  the  second  prize,  $5 ;  the  third  prize,  $3,  and 
the  fourth  prize,  $2. 

The  estimated  annual  wealth  created  by  the  forests  of  North  Carolina 
is  $168,000,000.  It  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Value  of  raw  products  (rough  lumber) . $  60,000,000 

Value  of  firewood  .  33,000,000 

Value  of  furniture  products .  40,000,000 

Value  of  pulp  and  paper  products .  11,000,000 

Value  of  tanning  extract  . 2,000,000 

Value  of  planing  mill  products  .  9,000,000 

Value  of  sash,  doors,  vegetable  packs .  3,000,000 

Value  of  other  wood  products .  10,000,000 


Total . . $168,000,000 


In  twenty  years  North  Carolina  forests  can  produce  a  quarter  of  a 
billion  dollars  of  new  wealth  every  year,  if  our  forests  are  protected  from 
fire  and  properly  managed.  If  new  forest  growth  is  not  protected  and 
managed  properly,  they  will  produce  little  or  nothing.  What  does  the 
State  owe  to  its  children  in  providing  forests  for  their  use  and  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  future?  The  answer  to  this  vital  query  should  be  realized 
by  those  who  write  intelligently  of  “Our  Forests  Twenty  Years  From 
Now.” 

The  four  best  compositions  in  each  school  should  be  sent  to  the  county 
superintendent  by  December  1st;  there  the  four  best  compositions  in  the 
county  should  be  chosen  and  sent  to  the  office  of  the  State  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Public  Instruction  by  December  10th.  The  prize  winners  will 
then  be  chosen  by  December  20th,  the  prizes  to  be  awarded  by  Christmas. 
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ARBOR  DAY  SONG 

(Air:  “My  Maryland”) 

Again  we  come,  this  day  to  greet, 

Arbor  Day,  sweet  Arbor  Day. 

With  willing  bands  and  nimble  feet, 
Arbor  Day,  sweet  Arbor  Day. 

No  sweeter  theme  our  time  can  claim, 

No  grander  deed  points  us  to  fame. 

No  day  more  proud  than  this  we  name. 
Arbor  Day,  dear  Arbor  Day. 

Bring  forth  the  trees.  Prepare  the  earth 
Arbor  Day,  sweet  Arbor  Day. 

With  song  we  celebrate  the  birth 
Arbor  Day,  sweet  Arbor  Day. 

And  when  our  joyful  task  is  done, 

And  we  our  meed  of  praise  have  won, 
The  glorious  work,  is  just  begun, 

Arbor  Day,  dear  Arbor  Day. 

— Seymour  S.  Short. 


And  out  of  the  ground  made  the  Lord  God  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleas¬ 
ant  to  the  sight  and  good  for  food. — Genesis  2:9. 

And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth 
forth  his  fruit  in  his  season;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither;  and  whatsoever 
he  doeth  shall  prosper — Psalms  1:3. 

And  he  showed  me  a  river  of  the  water  of  life,  bright  as  crystal  *  *  * 

and  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  on  that  was  a  tree  of  life,  bearing  twelve 
crops  of  fruit,  yielding  its  fruit  every  month;  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations. — Revelation  22:1-2. 

In  the  mountains  of  the  height  of  Israel  will  I  plant  it;  and  it  shall  bring 
forth  boughs,  and  bear  fruit,  and  be  a  goodly  cedar;  and  under  it  shall  dwell 
all  fowl  of  every  wing;  in  the  shadow  of  the  branches  thereof  shall  they  dwell. 
Ezekiel  17:23. 


TREE-PLANTING  SONG 
(Tune:  “America”) 


Joy  for  the  sturdy  trees, 

Fanned  by  each  fragrant  breeze, 
Lovely  they  stand! 

The  song  birds  o’er  them  trill, 

They  shade  each  tinkling  rill, 

They  crown  each  swelling  hill, 
Lowly  or  grand. 

Plant  them  by  stream  and  way, 
Plant  where  the  children  play 
And  toilers  rest; 

In  every  verdant  vale, 

On  every  sunny  swale — 

Whether  to  grow  or  fail, 

God  knoweth  best. 
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Select  the  strong,  the  fair, 

Plant  them  with  earnest  care, 
No  toil  is  vain. 

Plant  in  a  fitter  place, 

Where,  like  a  lovely  face 
Let  in  some  sweeter  grace, 
Change  may  prove  gain. 

God  will  His  blessing  send, 

All  things  on  Him  depend, 

His  loving  care 
Clings  to  each  leaf  and  flower 
Like  ivy  to  its  tower. 

His  presence  and  His  power 
Are  everywhere. 

— Selected. 


TREES  OF  THE  FRAGRANT  FOREST 


(For  six  children.  As  they  take  their  places  upon  the  stage,  those  in  seats 

recite  the  first  stanza.) 

Trees  of  the  fragrant  forest, 

With  leaves  of  green  unfurled, 

Through  summer’s  heat,  through  winter’s  cold 
What  do  you  do  for  our  world? 


First — 

Our  green  leaves  catch  the  raindrops 
That  fall  with  soothing  sound, 
Then  drop  them  slowly,  slowly  down; 
’Tis  better  for  the  ground. 

Second — 

When,  rushing  down  the  hillside, 

A  mighty  freshet  foams. 

Our  giant  trunks  and  spreading  roots 
Defend  your  happy  homes. 


Third — 

From  burning  heat  in  summer 
We  offer  cool  retreat, 

Protect  the  land  in  winter’s  storm 
From  cold,  and  wind,  and  sleet. 

Fourth — 

Our  falling  leaves  in  autumn, 

By  breezes  turned  and  tossed, 

Will  make  a  deep  sponge-carpet  warm 
Which  saves  the  ground  from  frost. 


Fifth — 

We  give  you  pulp  for  paper, 

Our  fuel  gives  you  heat, 

We  furnish  lumber  for  your  homes. 
And  nuts  and  fruit  to  eat. 


Sixth — 

With  strong  and  graceful  outline, 
With  branches  green  and  bare, 

We  fill  the  land  through  all  the  year 
With  beauty  everywhere. 


All — 

So,  listen!  From  the  forest 
Each  one  a  message  sends 
To  children  on  this  Arbor  Day; 

“We  trees  are  your  best  friends!" 

— Primary  Education. 
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WHAT  DO  WE  PLANT  WHEN  WE  PLANT  THE  TREE? 

By  Henry  Abbey 

What  do  we  plant  when  we  plant  the  tree? 

We  plant  the  ship  which  will  cross  the  sea, 

We  plant  the  mast  to  carry  the  sails, 

We  plant  the  planks  to  withstand  the  gales — 

The  keel,  the  keelson,  and  beam  and  knee, 

We  plant  the  ship  when  we  plant  the  tree. 

What  do  we  plant  when  we  plant  the  tree? 

We  plant  the  house  for  you  and  me. 

We  plant  the  rafters,  the  shingles,  the  floors, 

We  plant  the  studding,  the  lath,  the  doors, 

The  beams  and  siding,  all  parts  that  be — 

We  plant  the  house  when  we  plant  the  tree. 

What  do  we  plant  when  we  plant  the  tree? 

A  thousand  things  that  we  daily  see. 

We  plant  the  spire  that  out-towers  the  crag, 

We  plant  the  staff  for  our  country’s  flag, 

We  plant  the  shade  from  the  hot  sun  free; 

We  plant  all  these  when  we  plant  the  tree. 


PLANT  A  TREE 

By  Irving  Sidney  Dix 

The  Past  unto  the  Present  cries — 
“Arise,  ye  more  than  blind,  arise! 

For  I  who  felled  the  forest  low 
Would  now  again  a  forest  grow, 

But  what  is  done  I  cannot  mend, 

So  unto  you  a  message  send — 

Much  have  I  done  for  you,  and  me, 

Plant  a  tree, 

Plant  a  tree.” 

The  Present,  waking  from  its  sleep, 
Across  the  hills  began  to  creep, 

And  saw  where  Past  had  felled  afar 
A  noble  forest,  with  its  scar 
On  many  a  wounded  mountain  side 
That  from  the  elements  would  hide, 

And  answered:  “Past,  I  will  for  thee 
Plant  a  tree, 

A  forest  tree.’” 

The  feeling  Future,  yet  unborn, 

Heard  Present  echoing  her  horn, 

And  stirring  somewhat  in  Life’s  cell 
Did  try  her  dearest  wish  to  tell, 
Whispering  in  an  undertone: 

“I,  I  shall  reap  as  ye  have  sown. 

Oh  heed  the  Past,  and — thanks  to  thee — 
Plant  a  tree, 

Plant  a  tree.” 
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MEMORY  GEMS  FOR  ARBOR  DAY 


If  thou  art  worn  and  hard  beset 
With  sorrows,  that  thou  wouldst  forget, 

If  thou  wouldst  read  a  lesson  that  will  keep 
Thy  heart  from  fainting  and  thy  soul  from  sleep — 

Go  to  the  woods  and  the  hills!  No  tears 
Dim  the  sweet  look  that  Nature  wears. 

“Sunrise  on  the  Hills ” — Henry  W.  Longfellow. 

Summer  or  winter,  day  or  night, 

The  woods  are  an  ever  new  delight; 

They  give  us  peace,  and  they  make  us  strong, 

•  Such  wonderful  balms  to  them  belong; 

So,  living  or  dying,  I’ll  take  mine  ease, 

Under  the  trees,  under  the  trees. 

“ Under  the  Trees ” — R.  H.  Stoddard. 

Loveliest  of  lovely  things  are  they. 

On  earth  that  soonest  pass  away. 

The  rose  that  lives  its  little  hour 
Is  prized  beyond  the  sculptured  flower. 

“Scene  on  the  Banks  of  the  Hudson ” 

— William  Cullen  Bryant. 

Thanks  to  the  human  heart  by  which  we  live, 

Thanks  to  its  tenderness,  its  joys  and  fears. 

To  me  the  meanest  flower  that  blows  can  give 
Thoughts  that  do  often  lie  too  deep  for  tears. 

“Intimations  of  Immorality ” 

William-Wordsworth. 


THE  OAK  TREE , 

Anonymous 


Long  ago  in  changeful  autumn, 

When  the  leaves  are  turning  brown. 
From  the  tall  oak’s  topmost  branches 
Fell  a  little  acorn  down. 

And  it  tumbled  by  the  pathway, 

And  a  chance  foot  trod  it  deep 
In  the  ground,  where  all  the  winter 
In  its  shell  it  lay  asleep. 

With  the  white  snow  lying  over, 

And  the  frost  to  hold  it  fast. 

Till  there  came  the  mild  spring 
weather, 

When  it  hurst  its  shell  at  last. 

Many  years  kind  Nature  nursed  it. 
Summer  hot  and  winters  long 
Down  the  sun  looked  bright  upon  it, 
While  it  grew  up  tall  and  strong. 

Now  it  stands  up  like  a  giant, 
Casting  shadows  broad  and  high, 
With  huge  trunk  and  leafy  branches, 
Spreading  up  into  the  sky. 


Child  when  haply  you  are  resting 
’Neath  the  great  oak’s  monster  shade, 

Think  how  little  was  the  acorn 

Whence  that  mighty  tree  was  made. 

Think  how  simple  things  and  lowly 
Have  a  part  in  Nature’s  plan; 

How  the  great  have  small  beginnings, 
And  the  child  becomes  a  man. 

Little  efforts  work  great  actions, 
Lessons  in  our  childhood  taught 

Mold  the  spirits  to  the  temper, 
Whereby  noblest  deeds  are  wrought. 

Cherish  then  the  gifts  of  childhood, 
Use  them  gently,  guard  them  well; 

For  their  future  growth  and  greatness 
Who  can  measure,  who  can  tell? 


When  our  wide  woods  and  mighty 
lawns 

Bloom  to  the  April  skies, 

The  earth  has  no  more  gorgeous  sight 
To  show  to  human  eyes. — Bryant. 


15 


4 


